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Artist’s Statement:

W 
hile employing the long-standing tree as metaphor 

for woman and the body, the new sculptures featured 

in Passage of the Ghost Ship: Trees and Vines mark 

a departure from the colored, gold and aluminum-

leaf works that I have produced over the last 30 years. Instead, the 

new works are monochromatic—white, and some with aluminum 

gilt and white. I have used concrete form and color to depict the 

ephemeral such as spirituality, the passage of time and the cycle of 

life. These sculptures in their whiteness evoke absence. However, 

rather than being tragic, these ghostly sculptures are deliberate, 

thoughtful and life-affirming. In addition to the sculptures, I present 

Collage/Scrolls: mixed media collages and rubbings on Mylar. 

             
Curator Harry Weil writes that “Azara’s new body of work appears 

to us as if apparitions from an ancient forest, or a forgotten garden. 

Restless creations made of vines and branches that have refused 

to decay although no longer blossoming with the buds or fruits 

of springtime. Like cherished memories of long lost love, they are 

unwavering in their persistence while seemingly unfamiliar in their 

appearance. They now are little more than fragile possessions, 

too cherished to let go, too weighty to carry on. Painted a ghostly 

white, works like Sweet Pea, Ghost Ship, and Twisted limb have 

the faintest hints of life with bits of aluminum leaf gilding. It is a 

reminder that the radiance of hope survives the passing of time.

My recent shows include a solo show curated by Harry Weil at AIR 

gallery, A Tuscan Spring, in Dumbo (2016) ; I am the Vine, You 

Are The Branches at St Ann and the Holy Trinity Church, Brooklyn 

Heights NY, during the Lenten celebration;  Of Leaves and Vines…A 

shifting Braid of Lines, at SACI Gallery, Florence Italy in 2015. 

Many thanks to Henry Weil and Carmela Rea for their contributions 

to this statement. odiction because it prompts one to reconsider the 

Nancy Azara
Passage of the Ghost Ship: 

Trees and Vines

 TWISTED LIMB, 2016
 painted wood with aluminum, 42 x 41 x 5in.



This exhibition is sponsored through the generosity of the Saint-Gaudens Memorial.
The Saint-Gaudens Memorial is a private, non-profit organization chartered by the State of New Hampshire in 1919, to preserve and exhibit 

Saint-Gaudens’s home and studios and to preserve his work there. The Memorial operated the site as a museum until 1965, when they 
donated the property to the National Park Service to become the Saint-Gaudens National Historic Site. The Memorial continues to play 
an important role as a park partner and supports the Site in a variety of ways including sponsoring programs and activities such as this 

exhibition, the summer concert series, and other events that increase public awareness of  
Augustus Saint-Gaudens and his works, and that promote sculpture and the arts in general.
To find out more or to help us by becoming a friend of Saint-Gaudens please contact us at 

(914) 944-1608 or email us at SGMemorial@aol.com or visit us on the web at www.sgnhs.org.
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